
6th Grade ELA Summer Reading
Mr. Goslowsky

To prep for 6th grade, we’ll read two books during the summer that keep our minds fresh and
will help us ease into the new school year.

For your first summer reading book, please read Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick. Choose
one of the following activities to complete. Bring it with you on the first day of school.

Option #1:
Max enjoyed listening to his
fake Walkman. Find song lyrics
that you think describe the
emotional state of Max at 5
different points of the book.
Record the lyrics of the song and
write a paragraph for each song
explaining how the song lyrics
relate to this section of the book.

Option #2:
Max and Kevin have their
picture in the paper for the
events with Killer Kane. Create
a newspaper article on white
paper. Include a title, picture,
and article that explains the five
W’s (Who, What, Where, When,
Why)

Option #3:
Rewrite the ending of the novel.
This rewrite should be two pages
long. Include a description of
Max’s emotional state as he
deals with loss and how he
handles these new emotions.

For your second summer reading for 6th grade, choose a book that is grade appropriate and about
a main character who grows up (reach out if you have questions about a book). Present a book
talk during one of our first days of school in the 2021-2022 school year.
Books I highly recommend that coincide with our first unit:

● The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt
● Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
● Bud Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
● The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
● Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson

Book Talk Instructions: Prepare one of these two options of book talks to present to the class.

Character Book Talk:
Give a 2-3 minute presentation dressed as the main
character of the book you’ve chosen. Include a short
summary of the book without revealing the ending
from a first person point of view. Explain what conflict
your character encounters and how it causes them to
change. Explain who would be most interested in
reading this book. Props are optional, but encouraged
(of course, no items resembling weapons).

Art Presentation Book Talk:
Give a 2-3 minute presentation explaining a piece of art
you have created that represents the major
change/growth of the main character of your book.
Include a short summary of the book without revealing
the ending. Explain what conflict your character
encounters and how it causes them to change, as well
as how that is represented in your art piece. The art
piece may be a song written and recorded by the
student, a painting/drawing in full color, or another
piece of art your student specializes in.

If you have any questions, you may email me at goslowsky_joshua@hcde.org
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